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"L, O N D O N, Deember§. . .
HE changes expeited to take place are th
t “chmcglloﬁo go qut with a 'Pelﬁon, in ad-
€ T& dition: to his agreement, - of 1000l. 4 year
= /8 jord Loughborough to fycceed -him,- and
362 31 enter the cabinet, whicre he is much waat.
3, with a penfion in reverfion of 6oool; a year; if he
s obliged to. quit the feals; Mr, Wallace to fucceed
ord Loughborough;. Mr. Minsfield: to be fattorncy -
enera), and M?¢. Macdonald, folicitor-general; lord
ecorge Germain will certainly go out, - -
The firft reinforcement of troops to be fent tq Ame-
rica after Chriftmas, is 8000 from Ireland, 20qQ0 from
otland, and a very numerous draught from the

Al the well dilciplined youngeft men of the three.
regiments of foot guards are, it 13 expected, to be fent
0-America, a general muiter being ordered-for draughts
o ¢ pur C. i
- B'yh;h! rz:or! of a perfon atrived in the ficet from

miica, the greateft damage received by the fform in

-'u?f was done by the hail.ftones, which fell in
large quantities for feveral hours, and of a magnitude
Haperior to any ever before feen in that country,

‘The Dutch fhips that were lately feen at the back of
the Goodwin Sands, were count Byland's, the Amfter-
dam of 68 guns, with the Diesen frigate, and three

-Indiamen, under convoy : they got into the Maefe
mathe Baft-Indiamen were richly laden. L
- A circular letter has been fent to all the circles of
Bobemia, letting them know, that the emperor has
refolved to grant the proteftants in his hereditary domi-
nions greater toleration than they have hitherto ex-
ced, and that his intentions on that head will
n be publithed ;. adding, that it is bis majelty’s plea-
fare -that all emigrants outlawed on account of their
religion,” and who chufe to return, fhall be received
without any obftacle, : ’
PHILADELPHIA, Marcjo.

The general .affembly of South-Carolina. finithed a
feffion of five wecks on the a6th of February, in which
they tranfaled a variety of important bufinels with
great unanimity, They bave adopted fuch vigerous
and effetual methods for conrle:in their continental
battaliens, that, in all probability, they will have their
full quota in the field by the firft of May. Durin
the republican, government, before the furrender o
Charles-town, the friends of his Britannic majefty were
allowed to depart the fate, and to fell or reniove with
them the whole of their. property; but the favage man.
ner in which the l?m;ﬂ: banhcarn;dbon the war, in
hrm:g' houfes, plundering the inhabitants, layin
‘wafte the country pmd clpecially the precedent ot lorﬁ
Cornwallis, who by proclamation fequeftred the pro.

of the ¢riends of America, have at length induced
’d:en{egiﬂnlre of that Rate to depart from their firft
plan, and to retaliate on Britith property. ‘They ac.
cordingly pafled an a& for the confifiation and im.
mediate fale. of the eftates, both real and penfonal, of
fach of the adherents to royal governinent, as had been
altive in their endeavours to re.cftablith Britith.tyranny
¢n the ruins ot the free conflitution of the country,
b this bufinefs wdlzh l;gun, carried on and eom-f
pleted with the greateft deliberation, within 36 miles o
Chx!e:ghwu,'.yet eral Leflie attempted nothing
merg for the relief of his friends, than to retay) in every
z:_ma._a proclamation, which promifed them ample
curity and Tote&icn,-and threatened fevere venge-
on al} ‘wi
royal gazette which contained this praclamation,
alfo on the fame page a lift of the perfons whofe
were confilcated by the rebel affembly.
confiderable force of cavalry aid infantry com.
‘manded by colonel Thomfon, fallied oat from Charles-
town dn the fide oppofite to the encampment of the con-
twental army, which turprifed and difperfed a rany of
lilit'nmd,Lu‘tmopo on the a4th and agth of Febru-
H. Major Benfon, of colonel Horry’s corps, and M.
. Braughton were killed, "and ten others were
Xilled 'and wounded. A number of hories. were. loft,
and baggage of feveral officers takeu. The Britifh re-
treated wi their lines before general Greene could
fend reinforcements to attack them, iy ;

A number of tranfports had arrived in the latter end
of February at Charles town, which gave rife to various

ojeures, -and induced many” to flatter themfelves
with a belief that the evacuation of that im rtant poft
™ intended, This was confidently : both ‘with-
ia and witbout the Britith lines. , . , . * . ,°

_The Rover privateer of four carriage
Tely of Hour, was boarded and captured mear §t.

a found, on ber.way from Providence to Charles-
%wn.on the 33k of February by a party of militis head -
- sin Jeakins. Letters on beard miention, that
of rrovidence'daily expe vifit from the
% tthey had fent to Chirles-town for

This firk prize: fince'the re-eftablith-

: ’t;sa_xm;g ,

o took part in the fecond ufurpation.
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ré-animated commonwealth poflefies great energy and
vigour, : : .

81?:9' honoursble Mr. Gadfden, who bad beea con-
fined 43 weeks in the caltle of St. Augufting, in vio!a.
tion of the capitulation of Charles-town in the firif
inftance, wai elc@ed governor of the ftate. TFhis illufe
trious republican, who has done and fuffered fo much
for his country, declined accepting the office in a fpeech
to the following effe@; ¢ [ have™ faid he *¢ ferved you
in a variety of ftations for 3o years, ard I would now
cheerfully ‘make one’ ot a forlo,n hope in ard affault orni
the lines of Charlés.town; if it was probable, that with
the certain lofs of my life you weuld be reinfated in
the peffeffion of.'your capital: what I can do fer my
country 1 an willing to do: my fentinfents of the A
meiican cabife, trom the ftamp a&t downwards, have
never changed ; I am fill of opinion that it is the caufe
of liberty and of buman natdre. If my acceptince cf
the office of governor would ferve my country, though -
my admini(g:tion wolid- be attended with a lofs of
perfonal credit and reputation, 1 would cheertully un.-
dertake it; but the prefent times require thie vigour
and altivity of the prime’of life; I feel the increafing
infirmities of old age, 'to fuch a degree, that 1 am con.
fiious I cannot ferve you to advantage: 1 therefore
beg for your fakes, and for the fake of the public; that
you would indulge me with the' liberty of declisting the
arduous trugt,” :

By a gentleman who lately arrived here from thé
wettward, we have the following information; thit
about the {’h ult. a woman and feur children were taken
prifoners by the Indians, 35 miles welt of Fogt Pitt.
Happily a heavy fnow falling the fame night prevented
much more miichief, as there were upwards of 4 Indians
tracks found in the inow next morning. This naturally
threw the people in the neighbourhood into the greatest
confernation, and will be a means of caufing much
diftrels, unlefs timely relieved. General Irwin, is now
on his way to Pittfburgh ; he will do every thing poffi-
ble for the affittance of the dittrefled inhabitants, If
the general bhas moncy to pay the miiitia, ‘&c. there is
-no doubt he will find men enough 'to keep the Indians
at a diftance, and to enable the tarmers to put in their
crops in due feafon,

The commiffieners for the fettlement of an exchange,
were (0 mect at Elizaceth-town the 28th inttant; sir o,
Clinton has appointed general Dalryinple and M. El
liot, on the part ofthe Britifh, to meet general Knox
and Governeur Morris, Efq; appointed by his excel-
lency general Wathington.

4pril 3. Wednefday laft the houfe of his excellency
the minifter of France was ftruck by lightning. ‘i his
building ftands alone, at a confiderable diftance from
any other, at the weftern extremity of the city, The
lightning firuck it in three differcat places. 1he prin.
cipal explofion was on the weft fide of the houfe, The
chimney of M. le chevalier de la Luzerne was thrown
dewn to the roof, and the bricks fcattered to a great
diftance; the lightning defcended down the chimney,
attralted by a fove that ftopped up the fire place : ir-
ritated by this obfacle, it broke the ftove in pieces,
demolithed entirely the mantle piece, fplit the tunnel
of the chimney, threw down and broke all the wain-
fcotting near 1t, difpeifed the bricks to the other end
of the room, and caft picces of the ftove to the difance .
of ten or twelve feet, broke the tarniture and glafs,
and the chamber was found covered with rubbith. The
eleftric matter appears to have fcattered, by tracesleft
on the wall at the-front ot the houfe, in returning up-
wards towards the roof, where the lead of the gutters
attrated it without doubt. The tame explofion which
ftruck the chimney followed the courfe of the gutters
and defcended by a leaden pipe, the end of.which tgr-
minated on the outfide of the wall ot the bedchamber
of the rhevalier: attralted by an iron bedftead im3he
chamber, it penetrated the wall and tore two bricks
out of it, leaving a lung black trace on the wall, and
colle&ed by the wron veditead fet the curtains and bed.
cloaths oa fire; it has ftarted the flooring and made its
way into the cining room, underneath this ghamber,
by a breach in ths cieling of the dining room ot about
fix feet long and two fect broad; gliding along the
wainfcoting ‘has fallen upon the window-leads and
hinges of the thutters, which were all torn off, and has
calt the window fhutters ro the other fide of the room ;
fplit in feveral places a mohogany butet and hroke all
the china withinj the chairs were all broken by the
force of the commbiion, after which it paffed our at a
window of the court, without any other confequences.

The lightning ftruck alfo the eaftern fide of-the houfe-

fame time that it did the weftern fide.. The
ele&rical matter without doubt was condu@ed by the
moifture’ on.the roof, canfed by a confiderable thower
of raln, that had juft fallen and coming to a cheval
de plomb, "penetrated th b’ the ¢ irons which
faftened it 0 the timber work. of the roof; and entered
a‘cloaths-prefi in a chimber qn the upper fory,-fet fire
%o the cloaths, brokk ddwn the thelyes, melted all the
pajls, brokea ¢hina jug -of milk, and reduced the milk
to fmoke. "It:is probabje it would have done a great
ore | ‘in this chamber, if it bad not met

-of Al jron - YedRead, which was in s

m this chamber . (aw the bed-

(hes of fire in the mid® of &
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floor, by breaking away the intermediaié boards, and
removing joices four inches thick. Here the eje&rig.
matter appears to have divided-and-txken three different
diretions { -one ‘has followed the wire of (he beil into
an adjoining room, and has taken off 4 gteat part of
the cornice therein, and then fcattered ; another has
funken 2 part of the floor ifi the dire®ion of its firfk
entrance, but out of the parlour’and near, the ftair
cafe; whegee it has beén condulted in two different di-
réftions along a bel] wire, one erid of which term:nated
at the door of the houfe; and the otheér ac a wath-bafon.
It tore off the comice oii ofie fide of the front door,
and pufhed out of its place bne of the ornamental pil<
lars on the outfide where the . bell-wire hangs ; it went
offsin an iron cilinder full oflive coals; plzced in the
middle. of a tray of water; it difperfed tlic coals in ail
dire&tions; it partl 'ex'tinguiﬂ!es in the water, and
fcarce left any flnhg; trace. But the third, in its paf-
fage, teok along the fathes of the window next to the
place where it entered, fituck the wiadow leads and
tore off on ore flde, all the cafing and the window thut<
ter, following the gilding of the rods, and delcending
aloig the rods on the lining of the windos, oppofite
to the place of its entrance, which it partly broke. - Un.
fortunately a French officer was near this window; the
fhock threw him into a fwoon on a chair, and (et fire
to his cloaths; He was alone;, and no one coming to
bis affiftance for fome minutes; he was terribly and
dangeroufly burnt; his cloaths were almott wholly con-
fumed about him. Here the ‘lightning feems to have
divided partly by the fath, a piece of which was torn
off; and partly by a nail, tirough the floor to the cel-
lar; whither it was attraéted by fome tin'd plates, towards
which it made its way, by tearing feveral boards,
blackening the whole of the  tin and melting in feveral
places the white mectal off the piates, and even .ome
parts of thefe plates; it {cattered and threw afid- the
dung that clofed up a cellar window, through which it
clcaped, having marked the iron bars of the window.
Befides 1t broke a great many. tottles and partiy cvera
turned every thing in the cetlar;

Exclufive of thefe particnlar tracks ¢f the lightning,
the houfe appears to have had a general thock ; all the
walls have been thaken and cracked; chinks have open-
ed in many places; the moft of the bell-wires have
bgen melted ; feveral locks torn off or Lroken, the cor-
Bices near the bells broken in many pi-ces; there is
fearcely 2 nail but what has been removed oy the thck
upon thé houfe, which was general; the infiie of the
rooms wis covered with duft; a black, thick, fufling
vapour, which emitted an intolerable {mell of brim-
flone, filled the whole houle, “and was cleared, away
with difficulty. Wherever the ele@rical matter failed
of a condu&or, the fpark or ftath with which it darted,
has traced in zigzag a broad blatk ftreak, with a nar-
rower one within, lefs tinged.

This incident is a new proof, added to a great many
others, of the ufefulnefs of the metalic condu&ors for
which mankind are indebted to the invention of the
celebrated doétor Franklin; there'is every rezfon to be-
iieve that if the houfe of the miinifter of France, had
been provided with fuch, that even fuppofing the light-
ning had ftruck a part of the building, diftant from
the condudlor, its violence muft have been confiderably
weakened by the attra&ion of the point; and it would
have left but light 'marks of the ftroke, as happened
fome time fince, to'Dr. Shippen's houfe. .

The circumgtances.farther thew that the ftove, which
attra&ted and ftopped the lightning, occafioned thefe
dreadful concuffions, from whence we are led to bew
lieve, that by this the dangers wcregrenly increafed ;
it feems alfo, that the i bedftead had like effeét,
as by concentering the elegrnic fire they gave new ener-
gy to the thunaer clap ; and that iron bedfteads would .
be very dangerous thould a thunder ftorm happen in
the night. : .

Extra8 of alitter from Alen-toavnm, Wepi-New.Jerfey,
dated March 16, 1783, =

¢« The refugees have paid I'om'sriver a vifit, They
have hurnt mott of the houfes, ftripped and plundered
the inhabitamts of almoft every thing. Mr. Daniel
Randolph is carried to New.York. Mofes Robins is
badly wounded and ftripped of every thing; and the
people are in great diltrefs.” 3

A NNAPOLTIS,

. By his FxciLLency
-THOMAS §tM LEE, Efquire,
_. Gavzrror of MarxLaAND, *
A PROCLAMATION.
HEREAS the houfe of fenate and houfe of
delegates adjourned to Monday the third day
ot June next, and affaira of high importance and cona
cern p for the ednfideration of the general aflem-
bly requiring its meeting a3 foon as may be; I hiave
therefore with the advice of the council appoiated
Thurfday the twenty-fifth day ot April initant, for the:
metting and holding of the; general affembly ‘of this
flate, of which the feveral theriffs are hereby enjoined
to give public and due notice. o |
Given at Annaapolis, thit fourth day of April; in

Jpril 11,
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